Richard Stockton (State) College

GIS 3213 - Old Towns and New Towns - Spring 1999

instructor: Dick Colby (C-120, ext. 4355, secretary's ext. 4546, Dick.Colby@Stockton.Edu) 

meets MWF 2:10-3:25 in C-l 03, and on five Saturdays (*); Friday films may run overtime. Note that the course carries W2 (writing-across-the-curriculum) status.

Themes to be investigated:

1. comparative sociology of towns, suburbs and cities

2. quality of life factors relevant to town, suburban and city lifestyles

3. principles of land use planning, as practiced by members of planning boards 

4. history of human settlements, especially "planned" communities

5. the utopian novel as a sociological influence

6. domestic architectural styles in American history

7. how settlement patterns and lifestyles will have to change as resources run out 

8. we'll visit some interesting old and new communities, especially Radburn NJ 

9. you'll demonstrate what you learn by designing a new town.

Textbooks for purchase (or loan):

L Mumford: Sticks and Stones (1955, Dover)

C Stein: Toward New Towns for America (1957, MIT Press)

A Vidich & J Bensman: Small Town in Mass Society (1968, Princeton U Press)

H Gans: The Levittowners (1967, Columbia U Press)

H Moskowitz et a1.: Residential Design Review (loan – 1976, NJ Dept. of Community Affairs)

(I'll have various other handouts and other items for you to consider; you'll also have to get a utopian novel from a library.)

Schedule of topics. trips. readings. films:


week/date
topic. etc.


1 W 20 Jan
overview, quality of life, short film: Cities of the Future (25 min)



F
film: Rise of the New Towns (60 min)


2  M 27 Jan
American architecture: Read (for discussion) Sticks and Stones (first half)



W
discuss second half of Sticks and Stones; film presenting a VERY old town:





Herculaneum (Buried Cities - 14 min)



F
background for trip 1; film: Search for a Usable Past (60 min)



* Sat 30
TRIP 1: PORT REPUBLIC, SMITHVILLE, EGG HARBOR CITY 


3 M 1 Feb
reactions from Trip 1; John Sinton exercise; lecture on history of human





settlements, Ebenezer Howard and the New Town movement 



W
begin discussion of Small Town; Library exercise



F
continue with Small Town; film: Small Town Life (30 min)


4 M 8 Feb
decide about London trip; continue discussion of Small Town



W
library exercise due; conclude discussion of Small Town



F
begin discussion of Levittowners; film: Garden and the Grid (60 min) 


5 M 15 Feb
continue discussion of Levittowners



W
continue discussion of Levittowners



F
conclude discussion of Levittowners; film: Suburbs (60 min)


6 M 22 Feb
consider suburban sociology (Annual Reviews reprint)



W
other literature on suburban sociology; sprawl: environmental effects



F
slides on British old and new towns


7 M 1 March
consider city life: film: City and Self (54 min)



W
slides on some other European new towns; Asian old and new towns



F
background for Trip 2; background on utopian novels


* Sat 6 March 
TRIP 2: BRIDGETON, MAURICETOWN, GREENWICH, OCEAN CITY


8 M 8 March
review trip; review course



W
midterm exam



F
French film on town life: Small Change (2 hrs)


(Spring break) 


9 M 22 March 
review exam questions; finish film(?)



W
background on class projects: designing a new town



F
background for Trip 3; history of company towns (with slides)

* Sat 27 March 
TRIP 3: PINE RUN, FAIRVIEW (CAMDEN), PHILADELPHIA,LEVITTOWNS (WILLINGBORO), ROEBLING


10 M 29 March 
rehash trip 3; begin reports on utopian novels



W
continue reports on utopian novels



F
continue reports on utopian novels; papers due

11 M 5 April
planning theory (background for projects: Moskowitz handouts: Guidelines





for Design Review)


W
discuss Toward New Towns for America


F
background for Trip 4, film: Metropolis (30 min)

* Sat 10 April 
TRIP 4: RADBURN, HOBOKEN WATERFRONT, ROOSEVELT ISLAND, SUNNYSIDE GARDENS, FOREST HILLS

12 M 12 April
rehash trip 4; work of Jane Jacobs and Lewis Mumford



W
the NJ State Development and Redevelopment Plan (possibly a guest speaker)



F
architecture slide show; modern architecture film: (Frank Lloyd Wright?)

13 M 19 April
open



W
open



F
background for Trip 5; film on Columbia MD (20 min)

* Sat 24 April 
TRIP 5: COLUMBIA MD, GEORGETOWN DC, RESTON VA, ANNAPOLIS MD (overnight stay in DC youth hostel for $20)

14 M 26 April  
rehash trip 5; some additional planning experiments in New Jersey



W
open



F
open


15 M 3 May
presentation of projects



W
additional presentations if necessary 


(end of semester) 


(R 6 May
LONDON TRIP DEPARTS (evening, Newark Airport)


(F

Hampstead Garden Suburb


(Sat

London history; bus tour of London; central London parks & residential squares


(Sun
Street markets; cathedrals; the Barbican; theater district; Docklands redevelop.


(M 

Classic new towns: Welwyn, Letchworth, Stevenage


(T

Boulogne (French coastal walled city)


(W

Classic old town (Oxford, Canterbury, Salisbury, Winchester, Bath) or free for tourism

(R

return flight or footpath adventure on the North Downs (near Guildford) or South Downs; end of guidance.

Summary of major assignments and basis for grading:

midterm exam on readings and lecture material: about 20%

project: about 20%

report (written and oral) on social and physical planning in a utopian society: about 20%

participation in great-books-type class discussions: about 20%

trip attendance or a short paper evaluating a community you know in the style of V &B: about 10% 

your enthusiasm: about 10%

Bibliography:


book sections to browse (Stockton Library): HT (new towns, quality of life, planning)


HN (urban, suburban and town sociology);


NA (architecture); TD (transportation planning)


journals to browse (periodical section): Planning; Ekistics (microfilm only); Town and Country


Planning; Town Planning Review; Jl of the Amer Planning Assn;

I have topical bibliographies on residential sociology, quality of life, planning, history of settlements, architecture, New Jersey communities, and new towns, that I'd be happy to share with you.

Some utopian novels:

Utopia (Thomas More, 1516)

New Atlantis (Francis Bacon, 1629)

City of the Sun (T CampaneIla, about 1639)

Looking Backward (Edward BeIlamy, 1888)

News from Nowhere (William Morris, 1891)

A TraveIler from Altruria (William Dean HoweIls, 1894)

When the Sleeper Wakes (HG Wells, 1899)

A Modern Utopia (HG WeIls, 1904)

Islandia (Austen Tappan Wright, 1942)

Walden II (BF Skinner, 1948)

Island (Aldous Huxley, 1962)

Ecotopia (Ernest Callenbach, 1975)

Utopia assignment:

Present, both orally and in writing, a report on the physical (layout) as well as the psychological or

sociological design features of a utopian community, with the purpose of identifying problems in modern American society that could be solved in more perfect communities. (Please clear any text not on the above list with me in advance.) Consider family structure, social classes, form of government, methods of child-rearing and education, cuisine, work opportunities, health care, sports and other leisure activities, architecture, use of landscape, environmental protection, religion, economic systems, aesthetics and other aspects of culture that contribute to civilization. Ask whether the proposed society is "reasonable" based on what you know of human nature. Identify any "lessons" worth considering that would enhance the quality of American life. I suggest you start with the background offered in the essay on "Utopianism" in the International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences (library REF / H40 / A2).

Project assignment:

Design an old and/or new town adjacent to the Stockton campus. (You may work in a team of two if you wish, sharing responsibility and credit.) Consider that you've been hired to be chief planner for an MXD (mixed use development) that will include homes for 5000 people, plus services and some employment, on a I mile square site shown on a map to be distributed, just across Pomona Road (rte. 575) from Lake Fred and the Stockton apartments. Assume that some students will want to live in your development, as well as some faculty and staff, some retired people who enjoy the library and other cultural activities of a great college, as well as a general population.

The town should provide an appropriate array of shops and services, considering its size and region, as well as one or more schools and recreational opportunities, and perhaps some small businesses. Since I'd like to keep a copy of your site plan for display, please submit two copies if you'd like one back. The written and oral presentation should be appropriate for a mock submission to a local planning board. The site plan should include footprints of all buildings, roads, parks, parking areas and footpaths, and an attached schedule of each type of housing (e.g. detached homes, attached homes, dorms, sheltered housing) and other buildings. A separate statement should describe your design parameters and strategy: open space plan, residential design, plan for recreational, educational and commercial facilities, transportation plan, utilities (water supply, sewage disposal). Note that most of these components of a site plan are discussed in the Moskowitz book. (I'll display some examples of plans from years gone by.)

Separately, construct a one-page advertising circular (handout) that could be distributed on campus to entice students, faculty and staff to live in your town. It should (of course) emphasize some of the "quality of life" features of your design.

fyi: the site is now zoned R-AC (residential agricultural commercial), with an lower limit of2 acres per duo It's in the "Pinelands Protection Area," and designated "rural development" with a maximum of 200 du/square mile. Leave it to me to get the zoning changed to "Pinelands Town," permitting higher local density in exchange for protection of environmentally sensitive land. You can assume that the Galloway Twp Planning Board will look favorably on an example of excellent planning, and will easily consent to the re-zoning you will need. 
Quality of Life Considerations - Exercise: RANK the following (and other) indicators for their importance to your life. I realize the list is personal and subjective -- It's intended to be the basis for an interesting discussion. The extra columns are for you to apply your ranking to places you may have lived in or otherwise know about.

Location:

natural setting (woods, shore, mountains)

scenic view

historic character

garden; lawn

large plot (more than 1/4 acre)

tree-lined streets

off-street parking

convenience to: 
place of work

shopping

park or public garden

recreational center

swimming facilities

church or synagogue

center of city

public transportation

pub

cinema or other entertainment

library, community center

other cultural opportunities

environmental factors:

low crime rate

away from noise (roads, aircraft)

low air pollution

clean neighborhood

neighbors with pretty gardens

Architecture: 
distinctive style, e.g. classic or modem

porches (front, back)

oriented toward sun

energy efficiency

Human factors:

friends living nearby

relatives living nearby

friendly neighbors

community events

"distance" from noisy children, dogs 

opportunity for  involvement in politics

opportunity for involvement in social activities

Your additional criteria: __________________________




________________________




________________________

Evaluating Stockton College as a community:


(do you live on campus? _; within 15 miles? _)


favorable


indifferent

unfavorable
Stockton's relatively RURAL location:

landscape: woodsy, lakes, trails:

building architecture/facade:

building interior: public gallery space

building organization (linear gallery w/o focus):

Is there adequate parking?

library: comfortable space to work?

(prefer long tables? individual carrels?)

library: able to find book and periodical materials? 

curriculum: satisfaction with respect to "training"?

satisfaction with respect to basic skills (writing, etc.)? 

satisfaction with respect to well-roundedness? 

preparation for active citizenship (politics, etc.)? 

small class sizes; learning modes:



enough student-faculty interaction?

food service: quality? variety? hours? price? service? 

vending machines:

desire pub? coffee house? ambience? 

health services adequate?

culture: athletics (spectator? participatory?)

culture: visual arts (spectator? participatory?)

culture: performing arts (spectator? participatory?) culture: literary opportunities (reader? writer?)

culture: lecture series?

culture: club activities?

culture: fraternity/sorority life?

other services (banking, shopping, copying):

opportunity to meet people?

spiritual life ?

Do you consider the campus a "friendly" place?

an intellectually exciting place?

a "safe" place?

Is it clean enough for you?

Are you able to get enough exercise?

Do you see yourself making a "class" transition?

Other QofL parameters:  _________________________




___________________________




___________________________

Orientation Questionnaire - Old Towns and New Towns - 99S

your name: ________________________

major: ____________________________

minors/certs: _______________________ 

graduating when?___________________

Interests (circle, please):


American local history


Anthropology/archaeology

Architecture 



Drawing


Economic systems


Energy studies

Journalism 



Law

Local politics (Council; Planning Board; Environmental Commission)


Public transportation


Sociology/psychology

Travel 




Futuristics


Love of maps



GIS proficiency


Western Civilization


Engineering

Your own upbringing:


city 
town 
suburb 
farm 
other

Familiarity with New Jersey (or nearby) communities (history, design, politics, economy)?


which one(s)? ______________________________

Suggestions for additional films or topics relevant to this course:

